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plies as tissue celluloid sheets. These come in sizes to cover three of 
the slides of dimensions given above at a cost of fifteen or twenty 
cents for three. 

These celluloid covers do not seem to show any dissolving 
action on the part of the xylol in the balsam, although quite thin 
balsam was used on the slides, some of which have been mounted 
two months or longer. The celluloid sometimes falls into gentle un- 
dulations but not of such a nature as to distort the image seen with 
high powers. The celluloid does have a tendency to squeeze the 
balsam out at the edges where it curls up. This would make it im- 
practical for substitution for the ordinary sizes of covers although 
it might be found much cheaper. Whether the celluloid will be- 
come darkened after a time as do the sheets of it used in shades and 
curtains of automobiles remains to be seen. Perhaps it would be 
well to keep it in the dark. 

Chas. Brookover. 

mica sheets for carrying histological sections 

Mica sheets may be used with Mayer's egg albumen adhesive for 
carrying sections of paraffin material through the staining process, 
after which the mica can be cut into pieces and issued to students 
from xylol or creosote ready for mounting in balsam. 

This method has been Used in Germany, but has not been em- 
ployed to the extent it deserves in this country. When the mica 
sheets procurable at the stove dealers or hardware store is split into 
thin flakes and the fresh surface used, no difficulty is experienced 
in getting the sections to adhere. For warming and floating the sec- 
tions out smooth, the mica was cut into sizes to fit over a slide. The 
remainder of the process of staining and clearing was done with 
the mica sheet alone. For a moderate number of students in a class, 
a specimen for each can be stained as quickly as a single slide can 
be handled. It is well to mount in the balsam with the specimen 
uppermost as there may be air spaces between the laminse of the 
mica. 

Med. Dept. Univ. of Ark. Chas. Brookover. 

Little Rock, Ark. 



